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For  two  reasons,  West  Virginia 
has  a  special  interest  in  the  150th 
anniN  ersary  this  year  of  Abraham 
Lincohi's  birth.  His  mother,  Nancy 
Hanks  Lincohi,  was  born  in  Min- 
eral County,  W.  Va.  And  Lincoln 
signed  the  bill  creating  West  \  n  - 
ginia,  making  it  the  thirty-fittl 
state  in  the  Union.  When  some  of 
the  Southern  states  seceded  from 
the  Union,  many  Virginians  urgecl 
that  the  Old  Dominion  cast  her  lot 
with  the  South.  Gov.  John  Fletch- 
er was  opposed,  but  anti-Umon 
croups  brought  pressure  upon  lam 
and  he  called  the  legislature. 

Two  months  later,  the  conven- 
tion voted  for  secession,  88  to  55. 
Most  delegates  from  western  \n- 
ginia  voted  against  secession. 

When  the  men  who  represented 
western  Virginia  returned  home, 
they  learned  that  the  people  al- 
most unanimously  approved  then- 
action.    They   held  community 
meetings  all  over  the  state.  As  a 
result,  the  Restored  State  of  Vir- 
ginia  was   formed.    Francis  H. 
Pierpont  was  elected  governor  and 
took  office  on  June  20  1861.  On 
Miv  29   1862,  Sen.  Waitman  1. 
Willey,  'representing  the  Restored 
State  of  Virginia,  asked  in  t  ic 
U.S.  Senate  that  West  Virgm.a  be 
admitted  as  a  separate  state    i  his 
passed  the  Senate  on  July  14, 
1862  by  a  vote  of  23  to  17.  On 
Dec. '8  it  came  up  in  the  House, 


and  two  daN'S  later  was  passed  by 
a  vote  of  96  to  55.  . 

Opponents  tried  to  get  Presi- 
dent Lincoln  to  veto  the  bill.  He 
asked  each  of  the  six  members  of 
his  cabinet  to  give  him  a  written 
opinion. 

On  the  evening  of   Dec  6i, 
1862,  Hon.  Jacob  B.  Blair,  con- 
uressman   representing   the  Re- 
stored State  of  \'irginia,  went  with 
his  colleagues,  William  G-  Brown 
and  Sen.  Waitman  T.  Willey,  to 
see  President  Lincoln.  They  were 
with  the  President  from  7  o  clock 
until  10  that  evening  discussmg 
admission  of  West  Virginia.  Presi- 
dent Lincoln  read  the  written  and 
divided  opinions  of  the  members 
of  his  cabinet. 

Congressman  Blair  requested 
permission  to  return  the  next 
morning  and  find  the  decision  o 
the  President.  Early  the  next 
morning,  Jan.  1,  1863  Blair 
walked  up  Pennsylvania  Avenue. 
He  found  the  President  had  just 
got  up  and  was  dressing. 

The  Congressman  was  somc- 
^^hat  embarrassed,  but  Lincoln 
quickly  set  him  at  ease.  He  led 
the  ^^■a^'  into  an  adjoining  study, 
opened  a  drawer  in  his  desk, 
nulled  out  the  important  docu- 
ment, and  said:  "You  see  the  sig- 
nature." It  read:  Approved-- 
Abraham  Lincoln,  President  ot 
the  United  States. 
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How  did  West  Virginia  become  a  state?  June  20,  2007 

On  June  20,  1863,  West  Virginia  became  a  state.  Here's  how  it  happened: 

SECTIONALISM-  Sectionalism  was  an  issue  even  with  the  early  communities  of  West  Virginia.  Voting  rights  were  debated 
among  land  owners  and  non-land  owners.  Unbalanced  representation  among  the  western  and  the  eastern  parts  of  Virginia 
were  also  an  item  of  debate.  Some  spoke  out  about  the  differences,  including  John  G.  Jackson,  a  Harnson  County 
delegate,  who  wrote  a  letter  to  the  "Richmond  Examiner"  in  1803  about  both  issues. 

CONVENTION-  A  convention  gathered  on  Oct.  5,  1829,  and  James  Madison,  James  Monroe,  John  Marshall  and  John 
Tyler  were  in  attendance  with  the  goal  to  develop  a  new  constitution.  The  new  constitution  was  approved,  and  calls  for 
secession  began  immediately,  which  were  led  by  newspapers  such  as  the  Kanawha  Republican. 

SLAVERY  DIVIDES-  Over  the  next  20  years,  some  tension  was  eased,  until  1831  when  the  issue  of  slavery  came  to  the 
forefront  of  the  dividing  the  country.  Washington  College  President  Henry  Ruffner  wanted  to  end  slavery  in  trans-Allegheny 
Virginia,  even  though  he  was  a  slaveholder  himself.  His  theories  were  pnnted  in  a  pamphlet 

INDUSTRIAL  TOWN-  With  hopes  to  prove  his  theory,  Eli  Thayer,  a  Massachusetts  abolitionist,  established  an  industrial 
town  in  Ceredo  in  Wayne  County  in  1 857.  However,  the  experiment  was  a  failure,  largely  due  to  a  national  economic 
depression. 

CIVIL  WAR-  As  the  Civil  War  approached,  the  history  of  West  Virginia  took  a  tum.  In  November  1 860,  Abraham  Lincoln 
was  elected  president.  After  his  election,  the  southern  states  left  the  union.  On  April  17,  1861,  a  convention  of  Virginians 
voted  to  submit  a  secession  bill. 

CONVENTIONS:  Western  Delegates  marched  out  of  the  Secession  Convention,  led  by  John  S.  Carlile,  and  said  they  were 
going  to  form  a  state  that  was  loyal  to  the  Union. 

A  pro-Union  convention  met  in  Wheeling  from  May  13-15,  1861,  but  on  May  23,  1861,  a  majority  of  Virginia  voters 
approved  the  Ordinance  of  Secession. 

ANOTHER  CONVENTION:  A  second  Wheeling  convention  met  from  June  11-25,  1861.  Delegates  formed  the  Reorganized 
Government  of  Virginia  and  chose  Francis  H.  Pierpont  as  governor. 

GOVERNMENT  RECOGNIZED-  President  Lincoln  deemed  the  government  legitimate.  John  Carlile  and  Waitman  T.  Willey 
were  then  United  States  senators  and  Jacob  B.  Blair,  William  G.  Brown,  and  Kellian  V.  Whaley  became  congressmen  for 
the  pro-Union  Virginia. 

A  VOTE:  Residents  of  39  counties  in  western  Virginia  approved  the  formation  of  a  state  on  Oct.  24,  1 861 ,  however 
accuracy  of  the  votes  have  been  questioned  by  many  historians. 

CONSTITUTION-  The  Constitutional  Convention  met  in  Wheeling  from  November  1861  to  February  1862.  Delegates 
selected  counties  for  the  new  state  of  West  Virginia.  After  debates,  50  counties  were  chosen.  Most  of  the  eastern  and 
southern  coun^^^^^^^        support  a  new  formation  of  a  state,  but  were  included  anyway  for  economics,  military  and  political 
purposes. 

SECESSION  APPROVAL-  The  U.S.  Constitution  requires  a  new  state  to  gain  approval  from  the  original  state  to  secede 
however  this  never  happened  for  West  Virginia.  But,  because  the  Reorganized  Government  was  approved  by  President 
Lincoln,  it  is  said  to  have  granted  itself  permission  on  May  13,  1862,  to  form  the  state. 

SLAVES  FREED:  After  another  debate  between  Charles  Sumner,  Massachusetts  senator,  and  Carlile,  Restored 
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Government  senator,  it  was  decided  that  after  July  4,  1863,  all  slaves  in  West  Virginia  over  21  would  be  freed.  The  bill  was 
approved  on  July  14,  1862. 

LAW  SIGNED:  On  Dec.  31 ,  President  Lincoln  signed  the  bill  into  law  that  approved  the  creation  of  West  Virginia,  a  state 
loyal  to  the  Union  without  completely  abolishing  slavery. 

CITIZEN  APPROVAL:  On  March  26,  1863,  the  citizen  of  the  50  West  Virginia  counties  approved  the  statehood  bill. 

STATE  CREATED:  On  June  20,  the  state  was  officially  created.  This  day  in  June  became  the  official  birthday  only  because 
President  Lincoln  said  the  bill  would  be  in  action  60  days  after  its  approval  by  the  citizens. 

FIRST  OFFICIAL  GOVERNOR:  After  statehood  was  official,  Arthur  I.  Boreman  was  the  first  governor  of  West  Virginia.  He 
ran  unopposed. 

Sources:  Information  about  West  Virginia  Statehood  was  gathered  from  the  West  Virginia  Division  of  Culture  and  History 
Web  site,  Kevin  Barksdale,  professor  of  Appalachian  history  at  Marshall  University  and  Fredrick  H.  Armstrong,  archives  and 
history  director  for  West  Virginia. 
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Lincoln  wrestled  with  decision  to  sign  W.Va.  statehood  bill 

June  4,  2013  .  ,  , 

June  4,  2013  joumal-news.net 


Editor's  Note:  "Countdown  to  Statehood"  is  a  weekly  series  highlighting  the  historical  events  that 
eventually  led  to  West  Virginia  becoming  a  state  on  June  20,  1863.  This  article  is  the  23rd  in  the  series. 

With  Congressional  approval  coming  on  the  statehood  bill  for  West  Virginia  in  1862,  by  the  U.  S. 
Senate  on  July  14  and  by  the  U.  S.  House  of  Representatives  on  Dec.  10,  the  bill  had  one  step  remaining 
in  Washington.  It  needed  President  Abraham  Lincoln's  signature.  If  the  president  didn't  deal  with  the  bill 
within  10  days,  it  would  automatically  become  law. 

President  Lincoln's  longtime  friend  from  Illinois,  Senator  Orville  Browning,  delivered  the  bill  to  him. 
Browning  noted  at  the  time  that  his  friend  "was  distressed  at  its  passage."  If  he  signed  the  bill,  it  might 
have  been  seen  as  a  failure  of  Lincoln  to  attempt  reconciliation  in  Virginia. 

The  president  looked  for  support  among  his  Cabinet  members,  but  found  very  little.  He  asked  them  to 
submit  comments  about  the  impending  statehood. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy  Gideon  Welles  was  emphatic  in  his  opposition,  saying  "this  is  not  the  time  to 

divide  the  old  Commonwealth.  The  requirements  of  the  Constitution  are  not  complied  with,  as  they  in 

good  faith  should  be."  ^ 

Attorney  General  Edward  Bates  and  Postmaster  General  Montgomery  Blair  jomed  Welles  m  opposmg  ^ 

the  bill.  Bates'  response  was  interesting,  since  he  had  said  in  August  of  this  year  that  the  West  Virginia  {jy 

statehood  effort  was  both  legal  and  constitutional.  At  this  point  in  time.  Bates  told  the  president,  "1  give  ^ 
it  as  my  opinion  that  the  bill  in  question  is  unconstitutional;  and  also,  by  its  own  intrinsic  demerits, 

highly  inexpedient.  And  1  persuade  myself  that  Congress,  upon  maturer  thought,  will  be  glad  to  be  \j\ 

relieved  by  a  veto,  from  the  evil  consequences  of  such  improvident  legislation."  o » 


June  1-7,  1863 


Secretary  of  State  William  Seward,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  Salmon  Chase  and  Secretary  of 
War  Edwin  Stanton  offered  their  support. 

Lincoln  certainly  realized  the  implications  of  the  new  state.  He  needed  their  pro-Union  support  but  was 
not  sure  that  they  could  support  him  with  any  great  help  militarily.  He  was  also  treading  gingerly  in 
regard  to  the  other  border  states.  He  would  be  criticized  mightily  for  allowing  West  Virginia's  secession 
from  Virginia  when  at  the  same  time  he  opposed  secession  of  the  other  states.  His  response  was  "it  is 
said  that  the  admission  of  West  Virginia,  is  secession,  and  tolerated  only  because  it  is  our  secession. 
Well,  if  we  call  it  by  that  name,  there  is  still  difference  enough  between  secession  against  the 
Constitution,  and  secession  in  favor  of  the  Constitution." 

On  the  last  possible  day,  Dec.  31,  1862,  President  Lincoln  wrote  his  "Opinion  on  the  Admission  of  West 
Virginia  in  the  Union"  saying  the  government  could  "scarcely  dispense  with  the  aid  of  West  Virginia  in 
this  struggle;  much  less  can  we  afford  to  have  her  against  us,  in  Congress  and  in  the  field.  Her  brave  and 
good  men  regard  her  admission  into  the  Union  as  a  matter  of  life  and  death.  Again,  the  admission  of  the 
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new  State  turns  that  much  slave  soil  to  free;  and  thus,  is  certain  and  irrevocable  encroachment  upon  the 
cause  of  the  rebellion." 

And  with  that  said,  he  signed  the  West  Virginia  statehood  bill. 

The  very  next  day,  Jan.  1,  1863,  President  Abraham  Lincoln  announced  his  Emancipation  Proclamation, 
freeing  the  slaves  in  the  states  of  rebellion.  One  paragraph  of  that  document  is  of  particular  note.  The 
document  exempted  the  48  counties  designated  as  West  Virginia  even  though  they  were  certainly  as  of 
that  date  still  in  a  state  of  rebellion  -  Virginia. 

Statehood  for  West  Virginia  was  one  giant  step  away  from  reality.  It  would  still  take  a  majority  vote 
from  the  citizens  of  West  Virginia  to  approve  the  statehood  bill.  That  election  was  set  for  March  26, 
1863. 

©C^pyrigTtloi 3  journal-news.net.  AH  rights  reserved.  This  material  may  not  be  published,  broadcast,  rewritten  or  redistributed. 
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Celebrate  West  Virginia's  1 50th  Birthday  .^^^^^^  _ 


Photo  courtesy  of  the  Governor's  Office  -  Gov.  Tomblin  officially 
kicks-off  the  Sesquicentennial  Ceremony  with  a  bell  nnging. 

CHARLESTON  W  Va.  -  Gov.  Earl  Ray  Tomblin  joined  thousands 
of  West  Virginians  in  celebration  West  Virginia's  1 50th  birthday.  At 
1-50  p  m  June  20,  2013,  on  the  steps  of  the  State  Capitol,  Gov. 
Tomblin  and  members  of  the  West  Virginian  National  Guard  rang  a 
beli  35  times  signifying  West  Virginia's  status  as  our  nation  s  35th 
state. 

»  "It's  a  qreat  day  to  be  a  West  Virginian.  1 50  years  ago,  the 
'  American  experiment  was  in  grave  danger  as  the  War  Between 
the  States  raged  on.  Out  of  the  darkest  chapter  of  our  nation  s 

years  old." 

Members  of  the  West  Virginia  Congressional  Delegation  were  working  in  Washington  D.C.  and 
celebrated  the  state's  birthday. 

S  a'radX  soni d^^^  far-in  celebrating  this  moment.  Happy 

birthday  to  West  Virginia,  my  forever  home. 

r  .    X       I  f      nix/ii  War  1  ^0  vears  aqo  West  Virginia  was  founded  by  brave 

traditions." 

makes  West  Virginia  unique,  enabhng  us  to  attract  new  and  PJ— surroundings.  This 
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before.  Congratulations  West  Virginia." 

"From  its  rich  history  to  its  beautiful  mountains,  I  am  proud  to  call  West  Virginia  home,"  said 
Rep  Shelley  Moore  Capito.  "One  hundred  and  fifty  years  ago.  West  Virginia  became  the  only 
state  in  the  Union  to  acquire  its  sovereignty  by  proclamation  of  the  President  of  the  United 
States  Since  then.  West  Virginia's  country  roads  have  provided  the  men  and  women  who 
have  traveled  them  with  a  sense  of  comfort  and  pride.  As  we  celebrate  and  honor  the  strong 
heritage  of  the  Mountain  State,  we  also  look  forward  to  its  even  bnghter  future. 

"I'm  a  proud  seventh  generation  West  Virginian  and  I'm  honored  to  serve  the  state  which  I 
love  "  said  Rep.  David  McKinley.  "Being  a  West  Virginian  comes  with  great  honor  tradition 
and  pride  In  concert  with  the  restored  state  of  Virginia,  President  Lincoln,  on  Apnl  20  1 863, 
proclaimed  that  West  Virginia  would  be  admitted  to  the  United  States  as  a  separate  state. 
Sixty  days  later  On  June  20,  1863,  West  Virginia  became  a  member  of  the  Union.....the  only 
state  created  during  the  War  Between  the  States.  I  join  with  West  Virginians  all  over  our  great 
state  in  celebrating  this  historic  birthday.  Every  year,  millions  of  people  travel  the  country  roads 
of  our  great  state  and  view  the  beautiful,  scenic  mountains  to  the  Shenandoah  River  and 
everything  in  between.  I  hope  everyone  enjoys  this  time  honored  tradition  of  West  Virginia  Day 
and  celebrates  our  wild  and  wonderful  mountain  home." 

Celebratory  events  continue  at  the  State  Capitol  through  Sunday,  June  23,  2013. 

You  must  have  an  active  WDTVCOM  user  account  to  post  comments.  Please  login  to  your 

account,  or  create  your  free  account  today! 
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Fifty  years  ago,  on  the  occasion  of  West  Virginia's  centennial,  then-President  John  F.  Kennedy 
spoke  at  the  West  Virginia  State  Capitol  in  Charleston  on  the  origins  of  a  state  "born  to 
turmoil." 

Kennedy  ranked  the  statehood  of  West  Virginia  among  the  top  three  news  events  of  1 863, 
right  next  to  the  Emancipation  Proclamation  and  the  Battle  of  Gettysburg. 

"This  state  was  born  in  a  period  of  difficulty  and  tension,"  Kennedy  said.  "It  has  known 
sunshine  and  rain  in  100  years.  But  I  know  of  no  state-and  I  know  this  state  well-whose  people 
feel  more  strongly,  who  have  a  greater  sense  of  pride  in  themselves,  in  their  state  and  in  their 
country,  than  the  people  of  West  Virginia." 

Now,  on  the  eve  of  the  state's  sesquicentennial,  residents  in  Hancock  County  and  beyond  are 
taking  stock  of  West  Virginia's  150  years  of  history.  Special  events  are  scheduled  on  the  State 
Capital  Grounds  from  Thursday-West  Virginia  Day-through  Sunday.  Local  communities  also 
are  holding  sesquicentennial  events. 

The  Hancock  County  Museum,  1008  Ridge  Ave.,  New  Cumberland,  is  holding  special  hours 
on  Thursday  in  honor  of  West  Virginia's  1 50th  birthday.  The  museum  will  be  open  from  11a.m. 
to  7  p.m.  and  will  have  on  display  special  archives,  including  the  original  "Roll  of 
Commissioned  Officers  of  the  1st  Regiment  of  West  Virginia  Militia,  Hancock  County." 

The  document  lists,  in  faded  ink  on  browned  paper,  the  names  of  18  officers,  two  fife  players 
and  one  drummer,  among  others.  "Just  looking  at  the  document  transports  you  to  that  exciting, 
difficult  time,"  said  Linda  McNeil,  president  of  the  Hancock  County  Historical  Museum 
Commission. 

The  museum  is  housed  in  the  original  home  of  Oliver  Sheridan  Marshall  and  his  wife,  Lizzie 
Tarr,  of  Wellsburg-built  only  24  years  after  the  end  of  the  Civil  War. 

Also  Thursday,  the  Weirton  Area  Museum  &  Cultural  Center,  3149  Main  St.,  will  hold  a 
birthday  celebration  that  will  include  hands-on  activities  for  children,  museum  displays,  and 
food  and  beverages.  Hours  are  noon  to  4  p.m. 

Because  the  Hancock  County  Courthouse  is  closed  on  Thursday,  Hancock  County 
Commissioners  have  rescheduled  their  regular  meeting  for  2:30  p.m.  today. 

On  Friday  the  Weirton  Event  Center,  3322  East  St.,  will  host  a  concert  by  Johnny  Staats  and 
the  Delivery  Boys.  Gates  for  lawn  seating  open  at  6  p.m.,  and  a  balloon  launch  by  the  children 
of  the  Never  Alone  program  is  scheduled  for  7  p.m.  Fireworks  begin  at  9:30  p.m.  (or  dusk). 

"We  wanted  to  do  something  memorable  at  the  Weirton  Event  Center  for  the  150th  birthday 
celebration  for  the  state  of  West  Virginia,"  said  Dan  Greathouse,  executive  director  of  the  Top 
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Of  West  Virginia  Convention  and  Visitors  Bureau.  "Johnny  Staats  is  a  great  entertainer,  and  we 
will  have  special  collector  key  chains  to  give  away." 

The  band  will  take  a  break  at  8  p.m.,  giving  the  children  of  Never  Alone  a  chance  to  lead  the 
crowd  in  singing  "Happy  Birthday"  to  West  Virginia,  followed  by  the  cutting  of  the  "state-sized" 
birthday  cake.  Also  during  the  break,  the  winners  of  the  iPad  giveaway  will  be  announced. 

The  Fourth  of  July  parade  in  Chester  will  have  the  theme  "Celebrating  150  Years  of  West 
Virginia  Pride." 

In  October,  the  Hancock  County  Museum  will  host  a  traveling  Smithsonian  Institution  exhibit 
on  West  Virginia's  journey  to  statehood,  McNeil  said.  The  exhibit  will  include  an  appearance 
by  Mary  Todd  Lincoln,  as  well  as  Union  and  Confederate  soldiers. 

or  redistributed. 


2  of  2 


6/24/2013  10:28  AM 


Civil  War  era  activities  celebrated  in  W.Va.  -  MariettaTimes.com 


http://www.mariettatimes.eom/page/content.detail/id/552578/C.., 


Civil  War  era  activities  celebrated  in  W.Va. 

June  24,  2013  ■  **  *■  ^ 

June  24,  2013  mariettatimes.com 


Community  members  braved  the  heat  Saturday  to  attend  the  first  day  of  Civil  War  activities  at 
the  Wood  County  Veterans  Memorial  Park. 

"We  came  here  to  see  the  encampment  and  get  an  idea  of  what  it  was  like  to  live  back  then," 
said  Pat  Barker,  of  Parkersburg,  who  attended  the  morning  events  with  her  husband  David 
and  granddaughter  Natalie  Atkinson,  9. 

More  than  50  members  of  Carlin's  Battery  D  along  with  other  re-enactors  from  around  the 
state  are  spending  the  weekend  in  the  county  park  located  on  West  Virginia  31  near  the 
Mid-Ohio  Valley  Regional  Airport  to  participate  in  several  Civil  War  era  events. 

The  camp  opened  at  10  a.m.  Saturday  when  the  temperatures  were  in  the  70s  but  felt  in  the 
mid-80s. 

"We  thought  we  would  come  early  and  miss  most  of  the  heat,"  said  David  Barker.  "But  we 
really  just  want  to  help  our  granddaughter  better  understand  history." 

For  her  part,  Atkinson  looked  around  the  camp  at  the  tent  set  up  to  resemble  one  occupied  by 
a  Civil  War  officer,  including  a  bed,  cooking  implements,  soap  and  examples  of  the  food  he 
had  to  prepare. 

"I  like  history  and  want  to  know  more,  it's  interesting  to  learn  about  how  people  lived  back 
then,  what  they  did  and  things  like  that,"  said  the  9-year-old.  "It  is  weird  to  not  see  a  bag  of 
chips  with  the  food." 

The  weekend's  events  are  the  annual  West  Virginia  Day  celebrations  held  by  Carlin's  Battery 
D.  This  year'  program  closed  the  week-long  celebrations  of  the  state's  150  years  of  statehood. 

Saturday's  activities  also  included  a  play  called  "The  Breaking  of  Bread"  along  with  an 
Infantry/Cavalry  tactical,  a  Ladies  Victorian  Tea  and  Civil  War  Ball. 

"We  have  a  lot  of  things  going  on  to  give  people  a  sense  of  what  the  soldiers  and  their  families 
went  through  at  the  time,"  said  Jim  Miracle,  with  Carlin's  Battery  D. 

The  tea  was  used  as  an  example  of  how  the  ladies  of  the  Civil  War  era  were  able  to  help  their 
soldiers  on  the  field  through  gossip  and  chatting  with  other  Army  wives,  mother  and  daughters. 

"Everyone  did  their  part  in  some  way  and  every  thing  they  did  had  a  reason,"  said  one  female 
re-en  actor. 

The  weekend's  programs  also  included  seasoned  re-enactors  Doug  Riley  of  Tunnelton,  W.Va., 
as  Gen.  Thomas  "Stonewall"  Jackson,  John  Belcher  of  Hurricane  as  Gen.  Albert  Jenkins  and 
Dennis  Carder  of  Elizabeth  as  Gen.  John  McCausland. 


1  of  2 


6/24/2013  10:28  AN 


era  activities 


celebrated  in  W.Va.  -  MariettaTimes.com  ...  http://www.mariettatimes.eom/page/content.detail/icl/552578/C. 


Sunday's  event  began  with  the  opening  of  the  camps  at  10  a.m.  and  a  Civil  War  era  church 
service  at  10:30  a.m. 

President  Abraham  Lincoln  and  Mrs.  IVIary  Todd  Lincoln,  portrayed  by  John  and  Marion  King, 
with  West  Virginia's  first  Gov.  Arthur  I.  Boreman,  portrayed  by  John  Gieble,  made  appearances 
at  noon. 

A  sl<irmish  took  place  at  3  p.m.  with  the  troops. 
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WHAT  LINCOLN  SAID 


GREAT     FBrESISISNT     HSIsC     TBL&.I  \ 


POBMATIOIT  or  STiTB  WAS 

coJsainxvTiowAJ,. 


IF^ISBS  WEST  VXaOZHTAHS  FOS 
i  UirWAVEIlIlIG  DEVOTION 

TO  vvaojsi. 


LINCOLN     HAP     TO     HAVE  HIS 
LITTLE    JOKE    WHEN  WE3T 
VIBGINIANG  WERE  PRE- 
SENTED. 


BEZ.D 


TtlAT     ADMISSION  WOULD 
OaEATLY   AID  THE 
GOVEBZmEHT. 


The  constitution,  as  adopted  by  tbe 
people,  provided  that  "No  slave  shall  be 
"  rought  and  no  free  person  of  color  per- 

Itted  [O  come  into  this  Htatc  for  per- 
maricnt  residence."  There  was  a  long 
debate  in  Con.cfress  over  this  provision 
and  an  amendment  wa.s  tinally  adopted 
as  follows:  "That  all  slave  children 
born  attei-  .Tnly  1,  1S63,  be  free;  tliat  all 
slave  children  urnlei'  ten  years  of  a^a 
be  free  at  tlie  age  of  lil  ;  slaves  leii  to 
twenty-one  to  be  free  at  the  age  of  '-G; 
no  slave  to  lie  brouf,'ht  into  tlie  state  for 
permanent  residence.  The  <lebate  as  to 
whether  this  tliould  apain  be  submitted 
to  the  people  i.fter  l)ein.i;  resuljinitted  to 
the  constitiiionnl  delegates  delayud  mat- 
ters for  several  monllis.  The  cli;ini|)ions 
of  popular  opinion  finally  pi'cx  ailed  and 
the  bill  ))asse<l  tlie  sena1i>  .Tuly  ll,  1862, 
by  a  vote  of  23  to  17.  I'ollowinR  anotlicr 
lengthy  debate,  the  statehood  bill  passed 
the  house  in  Pecember  anil  was  .«-i>jned 
b.v  Abraham  Lincoln  on  December  31, 
1862. 

As  to  the  iiiopriety  of  tlie  admifsion 
of  AVest  Virginia,  Abraham  Lincoln  said 
in  part; 

"Tlie  consent  of  llie  IcKislature  of  Vir- 
ginia   is   i-onstitulionally    necessary  for 
tlie  bill  for  tlie  admii-sion  of  \\'est  A'lr- 
ginia  becominK  a  law,     A  body  claimins; 
to  be  such  leifislatu re  lias  given  Its  con- 
sent.    We  cannot   well   doru-   that   it  is 
such,    unless    we   do    so    upon    Ihe  out- 
I  side  knowledg-o  that  the  body  w.is  eho.sen 
'ft   <^leci.!ons   in   which    tlie   majority  of 
Vuo  o iii'iiriecl    voters  of  \'ir>rinia  did  not 
'  partieipaio.     But  it  is  a  universal  pi.ac- 
ti<;e  in  ril  t!i(-se  st.ite=;  to  gixe  no  legal 
.  consideiaf ioii  vvliate\er  to  tiiose  who  do 
I  not  choose  to  \-ote.  as  against  llie  effect 
1  of  the  \  otes  of  tliose  w  ho  do  elioosc  to 

■  vote.  Hence,  It  is  not  tlie  iiualified 
'  litlcal  power  of  tlie  .'state. 

j     "More    than    anythinp    else,    the  e.K- 

pediency    of    the    measure    depends  on 
I  whether    the   admission   or  rejection  of 
^the  new  state  would,  under  all  the  clr- 
choosti  to  \ute,   that  constitute  the  po- 
volers,    but    the    (luaUlied    voters  who 
cunistances,   tend  to  the  restoration  ot 
■Monfeil      authority      throughout  the 
..nloii.     That  which  helps  most  in  this 
,  direction  is  most  expedient  at  this  time. 
tDoubtle.sH    those   in    remaining  Virginia 
[•would  return  to  the  union,  so  to  speak, 

■  less  reluctantly  without  the  division  of 
the  old  state  than  with  it,  but  I  think 
we  would  nut  save  so  much  In  this  quar- 
ter by   rejecting  the  new  state  aa  'VO 

yjould  lose  by  It  in  West  Virginia. 


IT  WAG  A  COMBINATION  OF  ABRA- 
HAMS,  BUT   IT  WAS  FOL- 
LOWED BY  VERY  FOR- 
TUNATE RESULTG. 


After  the  statehood  ordinance 
been  ratified  by  th?  voters  of  Western 
Virginia,  it  was  sent  to  Waehlngton 
for  vhe  api)roval  of  congress  and  th'J 
President.  A  committee  was  appointed 
to  .^o  to  Whshington  und  do  evcry- 
th'ns;  possible  to  have  the  bill  passed. 

This    commiltec    was    headed  by 
.lainos  W.  Prtxton,  the  other  members 
being  .John  H'lU,  Peter  G.  Van  Winkle, 
Flbert  H.   Caldwell  and  Ephralm  R. 
Ha'vl     They    were    aeoompanied  hy 
Harrison  Hatians,  of  Prostop  county;! 
GranvUle  .Parker,  of     CaluiU  county, 
■find  Daniel  Polsley,  cf  Manon  conn4y.  | 
They  were  nil  introduced  by  the  Hpn.  ^ 
Ralph  Leete,  of  Lawrence  county,  O.i 

An  Interesting  a.nd  liitherto  unpub-: 
lished  story  of  Abraham  Lincoln  is  r.3- ' 
called  in  this  connection  by  Mrs. 
James  W.  Paxton,  of  Pleanant  Valley, 
to  whom  it  was  related  by  the  late 
Mr  Paxton.  When  the  members  of 
the  cornipittee  and  their  friends  were 
presented  to  President  Lincoln,  it 
chanced  that  there  were  two  others 
in  the  party  named  "Abraham'  be- 
sid.es  the  President. 

With  Ills  characteristic  .ioviality, 
Abraham  Lincoln  exclaimed:  "Well, 
this  seems  to  \)c  a  regular  collusion 
of  the  Abrahams;  we  surely  ought  to 
be  able  to  got  somethin.e;  done."  And 
they  did  get  something  done,  for  when 
the  bill  was  passed  and  came  to  Ab- 
raham Lincoln  for  his  signature  he 
had  only  words  of  praise  for  West 
Virginians. 
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LOG  CABIN  IS  MEMORIAL 
TO  MOTHER  OF  LINCOLN 

It  Will  Mark  the  Birthplace  of  Nancy  Hanks  in  the  Mountains 
Of  West  Virginia— The  Story  of  the  Search  | 
That  Fixed  the  Site 


T^ECONSTRUCTION  of  the 
j[\  log  cabin  ia  wbicb  Nancy 
Hanks,  mother  ol  Abra- 
ham Lincoln,  was  born  was  be- 
gun last  week  by  members  of  the 
Nancy  Hanks  Memorial  Associ- 
ation. The  site  in  the  bills  of 
Mineral  County,  W.  Vs..  about 
seventeen  miles  from  the  town 
of  Keyser.  Ceremonies  were 
held  at  the  site  last  Tuesday  and 
it  is  expected  that  the  cabin  will 
be  entirely  rebuilt  within  a  few 
weeks.  In  the  following  article 
William  E.  Barton  tells  of  his 
researches  that  finally  led  to  the 
identification  of  tbe  birthplace 
of  the  mother  of  tbe  great 
American  President. 


Dy  WILLIAM  E.  DARTON. 

TrlB  cabin  where  Naucy  Hanks 
save  to  the  world  her  great  son. 
Abraham  Lincoln,  is  eoshrincd 
in  a  granite  temple  and  belonss 
to  tlie  United  States  Government;  but 
tlio  cabin  where  she  licrself  was  born 
disappeared,  and  no  one  on  earth  re- 
membered or  suspected  Its  location. 
All  conjectures,  and  confident  declar- 
ations less  reliable  than  conjectures, 
M-ent  far  wide  of  the  truth,  no  one  of 
them  coming  within  a  hundred  milea 
of  the  actual  location. 

In  the  cold  of  a  bitter  Winter,  1783- 
4.  at  the  end  of  one  or  the  beginning 
of  the  other  year,  this  child  of  a 
mother  who  was  under  when  the 
third  United  States  census  was  made 
in  the  Summer  of  ISIO,  and  who 
probably  had  not  passed  her  nine- 
teenth birthday  when  her  baby  was 
bor^,  first  wo  te  to  the  harsh  and 
cruel  realities  of  an  unfriendly  world. 
President  Lincoln  did  not  know 
where  Ms  mother  was  horn,  and  he 
had  not  raucb  Inclination  to  Inquire. 
He  knew  that  his  fptber,  Thomas  Lin- 
coln, was  born  In  Rockingham 
County,  la  the  Shenandoah  Valley, 
and.  lUie  nearly  all  Information  thai 
he  had  obtained  through  hl^  father 
concerning  his  family  history  on  the 
paterual  side,  this  was  correct.  Bui 
all  tlie  Hankses  of  his  mother's  gen- 
eration kncwn  to  him  were  dead  be- 
fore he  made  any  Investigation,  and 
the  next  generation  was  born  In  Ken- 
No  one  manifested  any  curiosity  on 
•  ills  .subject  UEtll  ISIJo,  and  then 
""thine:  was  learped  that  gave  tn  Lln,- 


Uttle  book  appeared  la  that  year,  fol- 
lowed by  the  beautifully  printed  "An- 
cestry of  Lincoln,"  by  Lea  &  Hutch- 
I  liison.  and  this  seemed  to  settle  the 
■  matter.  The  ^Lincoln  centenary  oc- 
curred ten  years  later,  and  the  floods 
of  literature  that  were  then  poured 
out  unanimously  accepted  this  story, 
so  far  as  I  am  aware— save  In  the 
caso  of  one  or  two  scurrilous  screeds 
that  do  not  deserv'e  to  be  mentioned 
even  as  exceptions  or  for  purposes  of 

The  Accepted  Slory. 
Accoiding  to  the  1890  story,  the 
Hank^  family  In  the  United  States  be- 
gan with  Benjamin  Hanks,  who  ar- 
rived In  riymouth,  Mass..  in  16D9. 
His  third  sou,  William,  disappeared 
from  the  Massachusetts  records.  He 
was  born  on  Feb.  11,  1704,  and  I 
presume  died  In  childhood,  but  I  do 
not  know.  Inasmuch  as  no  record 
was  found  in  Massachusetts  of  his 
having  married  or  of  his  having 
owned  land,  this  ISOD  story  assumed 
that  ho  migrated  to  Virginia  and  there 
became  the  progenitor  of  the  Hanks 
family  In  that  State— thus  giving  all 
the  New  England  Hankses  a  blood 
relationship  with  President  Lincoln. 
That  was  not  only  the  documentary 
basis  of  the  story;  It  appeared  also  to 
bo  Its  motive.  And  a  very  heavy 
superstructure  was  built  ^jpon  what 
was  probably  no  better '  foundation 
than  the  early  demise  of  one  of  the 
numerous  Hanks  babies. 

This  ISOO  story  went  on  to  affirm 
that  the  Hankses.  after  a  period  of 
Incubation  in  tid'.water  Virginia,  went 
County,  in  Central  Virginia, 


and  % 


:  thei 


1  the  ' 


WTien  I  got  at  the  actual  writing  m 
'Life  of  Lincoln"  of  course  I  had  I 
nve;  -ate  this  matter— or  take  It  t 
0  me,  the  way  other  ai 


thoi 


had 


for  1 


century.  And  the  more  I  learned  Ihc 
more  I  was  dlstufbed. 

I  wrote  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Courts 
in  Amelia  County  for  certified  copies 
of  ali  Hank  records,  deeds,  wills,  mar- 
riages and  so  on,  and  he  sent  me  ex- 
actly six  entries,  all  In  years  before 
the  Revolution.  'Cwo  Hanks' famlUes 
moved  into  Amelia  County  and  soon 
moved  out  again.  One  bought  one 
piece  of  land  and  the  other  bougbi 
two,  and  what  they  bought  they  later 
sold  In  the  same  tracts.  There  was 
not  a  will,  not  a  marriage;  ihere  was, 
In  tact,  nothing  like  what  had  been 
published.  And  the  Clerk,  who  had 
been  County  Judge,  aald  It  would  be 


no  use  spending  time  and  money  to  go 
there,  for  he  knew  the  records  and 
there  po.sltively  were  no  other  Hanks 
records  there. 

Later.  1  went  to  Amelia  County  and 
made  a  thorough  search  of  my  own.  I 
found  just  those  six  Hanks  entries  and 
no  others.  But  I  had  a  long  talk  with 
the  Judge,  then  the  Clerk,  who  told 
me  -all  .about  all  my  predecessors 
Uicre.  And  I  found  out  where  the 
Hankses  came  from  that  had  got  Into 
the  1S90  story. 

They  were  not  Hankses  at  all.  Their 
name  was  Hawks,  and  they  belonged 
to  a  wholly  separate  family  that  was 
ill  Amelt.T.  before  the  two  Hankses 
tame,  and  Is  itiU  there.    Any  one  can 

get  any  kind  of  record  he  wants  about 
some  Hawks,  and  to  change  the  name 
to  Hanks  Is  a  very  easy  thing. 

I  continued  to  work  In  Bichmond, 
with  many  disappointments  and 
meager  gleanings.  Ordinary  sources 
of  information  failed  amazingly.  But 
I  began  to  get  scattered  and  Inconse- 


WILLIAM  E.  BARTON 


Lincoln's  Biographer.  Who  Located 
the  Birthplace  of  Nancy  Hanks. 

quentlal  records  of  Hankses  In  tho 
Counties  of  Ulchmond,  Lancaster  and 
Rappahannock.  The  last  of  these 
names  applied  to  a  county  afterward 
obliterated  by  division,  which  name 
was  subsequently  revived  and  given 
to  an  entirely  different  county.  As 
for  Richmond  County,  at  first  I  sup- 
posed it  was  the  county  of  which  the 
City  of  Richmond  was  county  seat. 


no  railway. 

After  a  while  I  discovered  that  those 
ienlriea  in  three  counties  were  really 
nil  In  one  locality,  which  was-  ohutiic- 
cocked  from  county  to  county.  And 


I  I 


t  to  f 


'  thei 


Afler  some  delays  on  account  of 
roads  and  my  other  engasemeals.  I 
did  go,  and  I  was  able  to  secure 
i-athcr  surprislncU'   good  assistance. 

But  where  and  when  was  Nancy 
Hanks  bora? 

.\hraham  Lincoln  said  his  mother. 
who  viAB  bora  in  Viririiita.  was  In  her 
fThat  is  positively  all  we  Know.,^---| 
'other   dates    were  manufactured 
'  order  and  are  wliolly  unreliable. 

Was  the  family  of  Joseph  Hanks  In 
Richmond  County  In  17S3  or  17S4" 

They  were  not  there  then,  but  had 
not  been  gone  long,  Joseph  was 
minlstrator  of  his  mother's  esl 
which  was  settled  In  1782.  but  he  had 
already  moved,  and  came  back  from 
somewhere  to  file  his  final  papers. 
Where  did  he  go  and  come  back  from? 

I  hope  not  every  author  knows  how 
much  free  labor  he  can  get  out  of 
Government  of  the  United  States,  and 
I  suspect  that  the  Census  Bureau  gets 
as  little  public  credit  as  any  branch 
ot  the  Government.  May  the  Lord 
bless  the  Census  Bureau  for  what  they 
have  done  for  met 

It  had  not  occurred  to  me  to  ask 
that  bureau  to  find  the  family  of  Jo- 
seph Hanks  In  17S4.  for  I  knew  that 
family  was  In  Richmond  County,  Va., 
In  17S1.  and  In  Kenluclty  before  17Utl, 
and  the  first  United  States  census  was 
made  in  1700.  But  now  came  one  of 
those  miracles  no  one  could  ha\e  pre- 
dicted. The  Virginia  enumeration  In- 
cluded certain  data  collected  In  178- 
and  17S4.  Joseph  Hanks,  white,  with 
a  tamlly  of  eleven,  was  In  Hampshire 
County,  Va.,  In  the  new  section  on 
Patterson's  Creek,  In  1782,  and  was 
goue  in  17S4. 

In  that  enumeration  there  was  no 
division  as  to  age  or  sex.  But  here 
were  Joseph  and  Aon  Hanks  and  their 
nine  children  a  hundred  miles  away 
from  where  anybody  had  over  Imag- 
ined they  had  ever  been. 

Removed  to  Kentucky. 

I  then  wrote  to  the  Clerk  of  Hamp- 
shu-e  County  for  records  and  could 
find  only  two.  Joseph  Hanks  had 
good  title  to  his  land,  albeit  the  land 
was  not  paid  for  in  full,  and  he  m 
gaged  his  farm  In  March,  17S4.  for  a 
pitiful  .sum.  p.iid  by  a  thrifty  Pennsyl- 
vania German  neighbor.  Peter  Put- 
man,  and  the  whole  Hanks  family 
hastened  away  to  Kentucky, 

The  Clerk  wrote  that  there  t 
positively  no  more  records,  but  I 
wanted  to  go  to  Hampshire  County. 
I  had  a  notion  Uiat  I  might  disci 
the  actual  birthplace  of  the  Presi- 
dent's mother,  I  was  able  to  make 
a  fairly  good  map  of  the  farm.  It 
adjoln-d  the  farm  of  Peter  Putman, 
wblch  lay  along  Patterson's  Creek,  at 
the  moutb  of  Mike's  Run, 

The  United  States  Geological  Survey 
had  furnished  mo  with  large  scale 
maps,  and  I  had  a  largo  number  of 
descriptive  data.  One  morning  at  7 
o'clock  I  started  out  In  a  car  from 
the  Ford  Garage,  and  appropriately 


the  car  waa  a  Lincoln.  Wo  followed 
the  road  as  I  described  it,  and 
rough  maps  and  the  good  ones  fr 
Washington  told  mo  all  I  needed 
know.  We  found  Mike's  Run,  a  rea 
pretty  stream,  though  bearing  a  p 
beian  name.  The  -  tmm  hoii-^"  n 
the  Arnold  house,  was  Just  where 
expected.  We  found  tb<  o'd  road  and  ^ 
turned  up  Mike's  Run  as  far  as 
heavy  car  could  go. 

We  found  the  foundation  stones  of 
the  home  of  JosepB  Hanks,  and  the 
spring  from  which  his  family  obtained 
I  water.  It  was  ptiove  the  forks  and 
between         foii«ts  ot  Mike's  Run,  , 

"drain,"  or  as  tlie  deeds  called  it  ; 
"dre.     '  of  Patterson's  Creek. 

This  information,  first  published  ii 
The  New  York  Times  In  February 
1025,  and  shortly  aftenvard  In  m; 
"Life  of  Lincoln,"  naturally  created 
some  local  Interest,  which  crystallii^ed 
into  the  moiement  to  rebudd  the 
cabin,  out  of  log  buildings  in  the  vic- 
inage, and  place  It  on  its  original 
foundations,  to  clear  and  beautify  I 
spring,  and  make  a  practicable  road 
to  the  spot. 

On  Tuesday,  April  19.  an  Invited 
company  gathered  at  the  site  oC  the 
cabin  of  Joseph  Hanks  for  final  In- 
vestigation and  certification.  Old  deed.s 
and  patents  had  given  clearly  the  loca- 
tion of  the  farm,  George  Terry  hart  i 
llio  patent  from  Lord  Fairfax,  and  he 
assigned  It  to  Peter  Hartman,  who  In 
1781  assigned  it  to  Joseph  Hanks. 
Between  It  and  Patterson's  Creek,  and 
including  the  mouth  of  Mike's  Run, 
lay  the  farm  of  Peter  Putnam.  When 
Peter  dieil  Ills  original  farm  juid  the 
Hanks  addition  were  divided  to  secure 
the  dower  rii,-hts  of  his  -wife.  I'cler 
left  a  good  estate,  including  two  bar- 
rels ot  whisky,  one  of  -.vhicli  v.-as  ri;- 
scrved  for  "use  at  the  sail"  and  the 
other  at  the  s;iid  s.tle  bror.ght,  in- 
cluding biurcl,  §1.70.  Peter's  coffir 
cost  $j.  which  was  a  intlier  high  price. 
Tlie  LoHl  Cabin  Found. 

The  description  of  the  divi.led  farm, 
by  its  references  to  the  forlis  of  the 
stream,  helped  lo  show  the  locacioi 
the  cabin.  D.  G,  Martin,  e.xperlenced 
local  sui-\'cyor,  came  with  many  old 
records  a.ud  local  surveys.  The  place 
where  there  had  been  a  human  habita' 
tlon.  between  the  right  and  centre  forks 
of  the  creek,  had  been  found,  and 
also  the  spring  whicl^  supplied  it  \ 
water.  By  digging  a  fmv  inches  below 
the  surface  the  corners  of  the  si 
foundation  of  tlie  cabin  were  foand  In 
place.  The  (our  corners  were  marked 
by  stones  from  the  original  foiiniJa 
and  rails  were  carried  and  placeL 
indicate  the  line  of  the  walls. 

At  a  dinner  in  the  evening,  iu  1^ 
ser,  an  organization  was  formed  with 
instructions  to  procure  papers  of  In- 

thc  site  with  exricct.ttioa  of  building  z 
ro;Kl  to  the  place.  The  silo  Is  fivi 
miles  up  Patterson's  Creok  to  thi 
bridge  of  Mike's  Run,  and  one  am 
three-fourths  miles  up  the  Run,  from 
the  villaRe  of  Burlington.  .Miner 
County.  West  Virgini.T.  B\irlingion 
on  the  national  road,  thn  histoi 
Northwest  turnpike,  midway  botwci 
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